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Abstract  
Uks Research Center, Islamabad, in collaboration with UN Women organized a one-day 

ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻƴ άaŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ a Partner to Promote Gender 

{ŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пth of June 2011, at Best Western 

Hotel, Islamabad. The aim of this consultation was to bring together media representatives 

from a wide range of backgrounds to discuss the ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ 

ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘǎ ƻƴ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-based violence, and how the media can be helpful to 

empower women who have lived with violence to break their silence. The foremost aim of this 

consultative meeting was to bring the participants together on establishing a Media Task Force 

comprising of committed media persons on promoting zero tolerance for violence against 

women and effective non judgmental reporting. The guests were senior media personalities, 

senior media managers and communication specialists with extensive experience in the media 

field. 

  



   

Background  
While media does not per se invent gender inequalities or any form of social inequality it remains 21st 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭΣ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǊ ƻŦ ƛŘŜŀǎΣ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘǊŜƴŘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

progressively and all pervasively a tool ς that has both unequivocally contested received wisdom on 

gender power dynamics, contested inequalities, ensured voice and inclusion of the dispossessed ς yet 

on the other hand also reinstated gender stereotypes and colluded with forces of bigotry, prejudice and 

exclusion.  By providing a particular set of representations, media feeds off and feeds into social 

assumptions and practices that ultimately undermine the advancement of women.  This is why media is 

central to how people understand themselves and those around them. It is a social institution that 

ultimately reflects and effects power relations in that society making it an equally important stake 

ƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƴȅκŀƭƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΦ 

As a signatory to the Beijing Platform on Women's Equality - that gave global recognition to twelve 

critical areas of action as necessary for the achievement of sustainable development and gender 

equality - Pakistan is also committed to Convention for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) -- a United Nations convention demanding global action to counter forms of gender 

discrimination. That notwithstanding, Pakistan continues to be ranked 134 out of 138 countries on 

global gender development index. 

Being pioneers in media advocacy on Gender issues, especially gender-based violence, Uks has been 

working with the media to create awareness of issues of violence. We have also been trying to 

strengthen the coordination and collaboration with local, district, national and international media on 

Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ ¦ƪǎΩ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά/ƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ /ǊƛƳŜΥ Iƻǿ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ 

Media Reportǎ ƻƴ wŀǇŜΩ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-of-its-kind report on how Rape is reported by our media. 

  



   

Introduction  
Violence against women, in particular domestic violence, has existed from times immemorial, but its 

scale and prevalence has yet to be scientifically and conceptually assessed at a societal level. In fact, 

until recent times violence against women has remained largely internalized and even sanctioned within 

tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŀǊǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎ ŎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƛǾŜǎ ƴƻǎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻŘȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ŀǎ ΨŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƳƛƴƎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜǿǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀtions 

since as far back as 1960s but it is only in the recent years that the growing concerns regarding this 

prevalence of violence have surfaced. The seriousness of the crime has emerged as a major media issue 

since the opening up of airwaves in 2002. From a single State-owned TV and radio and heavily censored 

news publications, Pakistan can now boost having dozens of TV channels and hundreds of FM radios 

with many new news publications. This has turned the media scenario from dull and controlled to a 

flourishing and largely free one. Today, it is almost impossible to keep any news hidden from public eyes 

and ears. But with this newly gained freedom also demands responsibility in how the media reports on 

women issues, especially on Violence against Women.  

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƻƴ aǳƪƘǘŀǊŀƴ aŀƛΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻƳŜƴ 

who have been victims/survivors of violence are perceived by the media, society and the justice system. 

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜκŀǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘȅ aŀƛΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǿ Ƙer resistance against the four people who 

raped her? Why did she not file an FIR immediately after the rape? And most of all, the perception that 

Mukhtaran being a divorcee should not have delayed filing a case as was a divorcee not a virgin who 

would/shouƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ΨƘƻƴƻǳǊΩΦ   

DƛǾŜƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦŜǳŘŀƭΣ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ΨǾŀƭǳŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘǎΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ 

challenges in accessing justice. Women who face violence specially rape, will continue to be the ones 

put under value based, media or even legal trials and not the perpetrators of the crime. Civil society will 

continue to struggle not only for protection, prevention and speedy justice but also to reverse 

unacceptable laws that perpetuate violence against women and judgments like that on Makhtaran Mai 

ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎΦ .ŀōŀǊ {ŀǘǘŀǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ {ŜȄΩ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ ноΣ нлмм Ƙŀǎ 

ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǳǇ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άLŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳƻǳǎ ōŜƛngs 

and we are to emerge as a society that does not see half its population as chattels to be possessed, 

controlled, abused and sold, the battle for securing equal rights for women will need to be waged in 

earnest, not in the courts alone, but in society aǘ ƭŀǊƎŜΦέ  

  



   

Rationale  
In civilized and accountable societies, media is the link between all development stake-holders ς the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Řǳǘȅ ōŜŀǊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ aŜŘƛŀΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ and inform is an ethically sacrosanct bond that forms the basis of 

these civilized and conscientious society. The media on the one hand raises public concerns, making sure 

that the problems faced by common people reach the power corridors; on the other hand, it also 

informs the public on how the duty-bearers, especially governmental and non-governmental institutions 

are faring in addressing and redressing these concerns.   

Uks as a leading media and GBV prevention and response focused CSO is engaged in building and 

strengthening linkages amongst stake-holders for a cohesive, sustained and strategic response. 

Uks plans to utilize this particular power of media, to mobilize social change, police and legal reforms 

and social awareness in Pakistan on issues of Violence against Women.  

 

With its rich experience in mobilizing, motivating and utilizing the media for attitudinal change and 

shifting general perceptions on gender-based violence UKs has pioneered media advocacy on Gender 

issues, specially GBV amongst the media and through the media amongst stake-holders. In that, Uks is 

constantly working on strengthening coordination and collaboration with local, district, national and 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ ¦ƪǎΩ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά/ƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 

/ǊƛƳŜΥ Iƻǿ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴƛ aŜŘƛŀ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ wŀǇŜΩ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-of-its-kind on how sexual violence and rape is 

reported by Pakistani media. www.uksresearch.com 

Uks feels a strong need for a harmonized action by national and International community, media and 

civil society agents for developing a long-term strategy on how the media should/can be used to its 

ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƛƴ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǿƴ 

awareness that it is the perpetrator of the crime who needs to be the focal point not thevictim/survivor.  

Proposed Action Point:  
To take our collective mission of building partnerships with the media and also acting as a reflector of 

media content, Uks proposes a one-day consultation with selected media managers and policy makers 

ƻƴ άaŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ ¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴέΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ 

together media persons from a wide range of backgrounds who would be requested to share their views 

ƻƴ ǿƘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƳƛƴŘǎŜǘǎ ƻƴ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ-based 

violence?  And how can the media be helpful to empower women who have lived with violence to break 

their silence. 

  



   

Aims and Objectives  
¶ The foremost aim of this consultative meeting would to establish a Media Task Force comprising 

key and committed media persons on promoting zero tolerance for violence against women. 

¶ The Consultation will lead to development of a national media strategy on how to help prevent, 
respond and report on Violence against Women. 
 

Expected Outcome 
¶ A sensitized and committed group of change-leaders leveraging on their news organizations to 

effectively report and cover issues of Violence against Women. 

¶ Developing consensus on collective and accountable media strategy on prevention and response 
to Violence Against women.   

¶ Establishment of new firmer more strategic linkages and deepening of existing associations 
amongst the UN, development partners, CSOs and media  for greater collaboration, knowledge 
sharing and collective visioning for elimination of Violence Against Women.    

Terms of Reference for members of the task force  
Once a group of committed and sensitized media persons is put together as a  

Task Force, it would be required to develop a coordinated response and strategy on supportive and 

sensitive news coverage of all forms of violence against women, physical, emotional, sexual, 

psychological from rape to acid throwing and from mutilation of body parts to HIV/AIDS. 

In particular the Task Force would be requested to: 

¶ Monitor and analyze existing media content on women who have been subjected to violence 

¶ Come up with alternatives on how to report on the victims and perpetrators of violence 
  



   

Background of the Participants  
The guests were senior media personalities, senior media managers and communication specialists with 

extensive experience in the media field ς including Tasneem Ahmar, director Uks; Quatrina Hosain, 

Director Current Affairs at Express TV who was also the moderator at this meeting; Huma Amir Shah, 

anchor Express TV; Zahir Sherazi, bureau chief Dawn News; Farah Zia, Editor the News on Sunday; Amir 

Mateen, senior correspondent, The News to name a few. 

 

Introduction of the Participants  
The meeting began with a welcome note by Sumera Abbasi, Projects Coordinator at Uks Research 

Centre. She thanked all the guests for their presence on behalf of Uks. She began with an introduction of 

Uks Research Centre, which was followed by a welcome and introductory note by Saghir Bukhari from 

UN Women. This was followed by all the participants at the roundtable introducing themselves. 

 

Saghir Bukhari 

άGood evening and very warm welcome, I am very much happy and delighted to have you here this 

afternoon. 

All of ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ 

this partnership with the media, specifically the partnership of Uks with UN Women is very important for 

us. UN Women, who is facilitating government of Pakistan about national priorities and specifically 

through advocacy and technical assistance, is very much trying to build those partnerships with civil 

societies and organizations as well, so in that regard I think this is a very unique moment and today is the 

budget, we all are very busy and have very limited time to go back and do a lot of work around that but 

keeping in view the importance of this topic I think, I hope that we will be able to make some suggestions 

and some recommendations which we can use further in our programming in future . 

Thank you very much for being here, and I look forward to be partners. 

Fahmida is also my colleague so I would like to invite her to give a quick presentation about the some of 

the work.έ 

 

Sumera Abbasi 

ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ have a quick round of introduction before Fahmida begins with her presentation. Starting from 

ƘŜǊŜΦέ 



   

Fahmida Iqbal: 

άI am working with UN Women as a program officer on violence against women HIV/AIDSΦέ 

 

Salman Asif: 

άLΩƳ Salman Asif, gender advisor with the United Nations.έ 

 

Sumera Abbasi 

άI would just like to request everyone to speak into the mic since we are recording thisΦέ 

 

Waheed Muraad: 

άLΩƳ Waheed Muraad from News one TV.έ 

 

Khudayar Khan 

άL ŀƳ YƘǳŘŀȅŀǊ Yhan. Representing The Age Australia as well as the Business Recorder Islamabad. Work 

at The Supreme Court but LΩƳ very much interest to be a part of this.έ 

 

Huma Khawar 

άHuma Khawar, LΩƳ a freelance journalist and write on different issues.έ 

 

Huma Amir Shah 

άHi, LΩƳHuma Amir Shah and I host the Morning show on Express 24/7.έ 

 

Sarah Durrani 

άI am Sarah Durrani CǊƻƳ ¦b ²ƻƳŜƴΦέ 

 



   

Farieha Aziz 

άLΩƳ Farieha Aziz from Newsline.έ 

 

Saghir Bukhari 

άI am SaghirBukhari Working with UN Women as Senior Program CoordinatorέΦ 

 

Tasneem Ahmar 

ά¢ŀǎƴŜŜƳ Ahmar, I am Director of Uks Research CenterέΦ 

 

Quatrina Hosain 

άLΩƳQuatrinaHosain, Presenter at Witness with Quatrina at Express 24/7Φέ 

 

Farah Zia 

άL ŀƳ CŀǊŀƘ ½ƛŀ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ bews on SundayέΦ 

 

Amir Mateen 

άI am Amir and work for The NewsΦέ 

 

Zahir Shah 

άLΩƳ Zahir Shah,  the Bureau Chief of Dawn News KPK/FATA, and also do a little bit of work with the 

development sector.έ 

  



   

Presentation by Fahmida Iqbal  
After the round of introduction, Fahmida Iqbal from UNWomen  gave her presentation. 

 

Fahmida Iqbal 

άWhat I will be representing today is all about the nation together with UN family and the civil society 

organization and the government is doing like a small effort to end the violence against women, and in 

collaboration we are here today to seeking your guidance, your suggestions to end violence against 

women in Pakistan. Since, ƛǘΩǎ a very first interaction between Uks and UN Women, I would like to 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŀǘ ¦b ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛǎΤ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜǿ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛnto being after a United Nations General 

Assembly Resolution, previously it was known as UNIFEM. But after this resolution there are four UN 

agencies that got together to form one single entity on gender equality and empowerment known as UN 

Women. The vision that they came up with is free of gender based violence, discrimination, a world 

where women and men have equal opportunities, where development of women and girls is ensured, 

and where gender equality of women is achieved for development, human rights peace and securities. 

We have 6 schematic priorities but one of the top priority that we have as an agency is to fight violence 

against women. What we have doing is why we are doing this war,is united nation declaration that 

presents the specific definition on ending violence on women; gender based violence resulting, or is likely 

to result in physical sexual or psychological harm or sufferings to women including threats of such acts 

ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŀǊōƛǘǊŀǊȅ ŘŜǇǳǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Φ ά²Ŝέ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ άǿŜέ ǘƘŜ ¦b ²ƻƳen as such but a part of 

UN Women together with the whole civil society organizations ad with the government, wewould form 

an alliance called Ψending violence against women and girls allianceΩ. It complies of more than fifty 

organizations those who are working for violence against women in any form. There are sixteen forms 

but we are working about two or three forms and we are all sitting together on one platform to discuss 

the issues as such and come up with the collective strategies to end the violence against women. What 

they have done is basically through the strengthening and coordination of stakeholders or working 

groups or working groups on violence against women and identification of common areas of 

interventions. Since you know there are so many organizations working so why we work in isolation. 

There are so many organizations working but we are not in isolation, why not to work in collective 

effort? Why not we work which can strengthen the effort of government to end violence against women. 

This also involves the National Commission on theStatus of Women, this also involves the platform of 

aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ²55Ωǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦ [Ŝǘ 

me quote a very good example; what happened was when Mukhtara Mai case came up we all get 

together and strategized what to do about it because,   she requested us that please do something for 

me that can strategize along with all the efforts that can really help this kind of survivor who has been 

the victim of rape and all this. There is the one step that has being formed. It has being strategized in 

such a way where they came up some of the concrete steps. The objectives of this group is ending 

violence against women and girls on the national level, then  also do the monitoring commitments to end 

violence against women at all levels not only the national level, but at the provincial level, at the district 



   

level at the tehsil/village level as well. And also lobby and advocacy for policy and legislative reforms. In 

2010 we have recently passed the anti-sexual harassment act at the workplace and also we are working 

with domestic violence bill passed as soon as possible and also the acid crime and corruption bill is also 

there. 

Another step is the amendment that has passed in the penal court 338 sections which has also that acid 

throwing is the criminalized fact. This kind of discussions in the platforms, where all of civil societies and 

the government collaborate and strategize the step to end violence against women.  It is the percent 

figure that has been presented on the last report of 2009/2010 by Aurat Foundation which is very 

disturbing when you look at the domestic violence. It was like in 2008 it was 81 cases, we are talking 

about the reported cases, and in 2009 it was 608, which means there is an increase of 116% in the 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ by women who 

are facing all these problems on the daily basis. And you can all also look into the acid throwing cases, 

which are 29-53 cases, so these are just a brief snapshot that what is happening on violence against 

women and what are those cases that are being reported in Pakistan.  

Beijing Platform for action, they talk about what we can do all together, how to increase the 

participation of women and access to expression and decision making, in and through the media, and 

new communication technologies. The Governments also committed themselves to review media policies 

and increase the number of programs by women to control violence and balance and diverse the 

portrayal of women in the media.  

We all recognize that today it is the modern world and media is playing a pillar of democratic society 

across the globe. They have a very specific role to perform the wall of function, agent of change that 

shapes the general opinion of public. Then Global Media Monitoring Project shows that reporting of 

women was mostly about the victim status. We know that reports are of victims not about being as a 

survivor and all that. This is again taken from the global media report and they talk about women in 

media occupation. You look at the number of men and number of women representation both in the 

governors, in top managements, very minimum women representation is there. If we talk about junior 

level positions  then 114 number of women are there, 362 women are there you in this whole sector and 

we talking about only 10 meŘƛŀ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ .ŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

Report on the status of Women in news media 2010. You can access this report on internet. 

Media and violence against women, reports are interventions in shaping particular crimes attitudes 

towards both the survivors and perpetrators. Most of the people know Mukhtara Mai, but what about 

her rapists? Very few people know the names of rapists. Who they are? We highlight Mukhtara Mai YES 

as a victim or survivor but what about the perpetrators. Not only do these attitudes impact upon the 

treatment of women, by general public and the nature of the system offered to abuse women by the 

member of law enforcement, justice system and the house sector but they also effect the politicians who 

legislates around the issues.  So basically is the top down approach, like lay man to the lay man then the 

policies and they see when it reported in the media as such. There are some suggestions, and these 

suggestions are taken from the literature review from the internet recognized by the verified data. They 



   

said that the dignity of women is paramount; she has a right to be depicted as an individual human 

ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŀ 

women issues so, how we can better do it. She has a right to privacy and confidentiality, if she abuses, 

she has right to have her perspective reported by herself if she is willing. It is suggested to use one source 

like a report, as using all the angles and reports on concrete sort of things. Do report to those who are 

the leaders, those who are the advocates of violence against women. And also language and depiction 

really matters, as my colleague Tasneem will highlight more about it but major concrete steps which we 

can look that these are just thought provoking sort and then what is the focus of the story, it is just a 

rape of women or criticizing the perpetrator as well. Then the portray of women in existing stereotypes 

such as leadership position and the voices of women who are invisible in the medi. 

I am saying it is just a suggestion, success stories of women and men walking together to make a 

peaceful place on the earth and also analysis why women are exclude from certain roles in society. Why 

she always considered in a certain specific thematic sort of work, she is not portrayed some sort of a 

powerful figure who can really bring a lot of change, a lot of innovative creativities in this whole world of 

walk. 

Thank you!έ 

 

Sumera Abbasi: 

Thank you Fahmida, and now I would like to request Tasneem Ahmar to give her presentation on 

violence against women. 

 

  



   

Presentation by Tasneem Ahmar  
Tasneem Ahmar, Director and Executive Producer of Uks Research Center then delivered her 

presentation. 

 

Tasneem Ahmar: 

άI have discussed these types of issues many times before; I am Tasneem Ahmar Director of UKS research 

Center, we are working since 13 years, and did a lot of work on this issue of violence against women, this 

is somehow very much entrenched in our society/culture that we cannot not examine it separately, and 

media as a part of society reflects upon the way or really people do. So what is it that we need to change 

and how do we change it? We need strong political commitment uncompromised media coverage. Our 

culture reflects a lot in media, how reports are written and shown, how talk shows are shown on 

television, a lot of them are purely from the male perspectives which reflects the mind set. These 

attitudes and stereotypes are the main impediments of gender equality; form the beginning I have being 

working on print media, but when these issues come upon the electronic media its impact is different. 

This is the case of Neena Aziz murder in 1998, and we took its reporting as a case study, as the types of 

reporting that was done at that time that cannot defend her at all. I will just quote one example from 

one of the opening of paragraph of intro which was written in one of the English newspaper:άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

things found by her bed side was ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǳǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŘƻƳέ, so you can imagine the rest of the reporting. It 

was the headless body that was found.Except for the newspaper Dawn,each newspaper of Islamabad 

has printed the picture and the headline.  

There are a few headlines which we have discussed with many fellows before [such as]άmisteri entey 

lgata raha obaash biwi ǇƭŀǎǘŜǊ ƪŜǊƎŀŜέ, the last phrase means raping a woman, and when I asked the 

reporter [who published this headline] he said that we usually work without thinking because we have to 

be quick, but this is not a work of few seconds, this is creative thinking, ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ άTaxi driver 

kibewapeniyatkharab ho gae,έ άǇŀƴŎƘ bacho ki maa mohabat ki sarhad ŎǊƻǎǎ ƪǊƎŀŜέ and άƘǳōǊǳ 

haseena dukaan dar ko hussan ka jalwa dikha gaeΣέ άSƘŀƘŜŜƴǇǳǊŀ Ƴŀ ǇŘƻǎƛ ƴŜ ǇŘƻǎŀƴǇƘŀƴǘ Řƛέ, etc. 

This has changed now.We have done the comparative study of 2007, 2008. Except this άƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ hospital 

se ek naaboot ki laas hkoorhe ma pae ƎŀŜέ. Just like when we talk about unmarried mother, then where 

is the man? Is this work of women, where is the man? We receive a little bit of response. Just a like 

άƪƘƻƻƴ ka ǘƛǇŀƪƴŀέ previously ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ just confined to the print media but now 

electronic media is playing vast role in this. 

There is a slight improvement and there is a need to do many things that is why we all gathered here 

today, and the example of biased reporting is the example of Mukhtara Mai case, when verdict came in 

supreme court of Mukhtara Mai, in talk shows, those angles present in written forms, we have that 

compiled folder with us you can take it if you need.  



   

The reason why we have called you here today is that the role of media is very important to us and we 

have done a lot of work on it. On the other hand we can say we are the pioneers of media advocacy 

andgender issues, one of our report is recently published calledCovering Crimes: how Pakistani Media 

reports on Rape,έ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 

eye witness that took us further with media core group and we can make them partner in ending 

violence against women. We can also call it media campaign and identify the biasness of media too,   as 

we are doing the monitoring and evaluation and we can share it with you all. There would be the 

opportunity of sensitized media and plan how to work with it further. What is the need to reach to the 

media? We will talk on it. There should be initiatives of public debates, basically about violence against 

women and how it makes people know about it. There are some broad and short term objectives to 

motivate and persuade the presenters, journalists, editors and I would like to add owners as well. There 

is our own Code of Ethics but if it get the ownership will helpful. There would thought provoking in-depth 

reports to end violence against women.How to write on violence, how to educate through this reporting, 

how to change our behaviors, how to challenge the reporting of women murders, from any platform. It 

can be just a letter to the editor, and in form of campaign and protest whatever and also the awareness 

of women and human rights. There should be political commitment and also the enabling environment 

for women social and economic processes for gender sensitization of the media.  

We all are related to media and you all did a lot of work in this regard. Media can expose the reality and 

discrimination of violence against women and girls. As Mukhtara Mai verdict came up, along with 

reporting, now what is happening with her, no one knows, there is no followup. She went back to her 

own slum but further there is no more follow up.  It is better we do something collectively. I usually 

discuss with the editors that you are the editors of that time when any such issue arise. There must be 

write one editorial on the current issue weekly on rape, custodian bill, bonded labour, it must be the 

regular stuff rather depends on the incident. How to end the culture acceptance of violence against 

women. There are some queries in my mind as when we make the floor open like debate than we ask 

media that what is the news that makes news newsworthy? Why media focus often on victim, survivor 

and not perpetrators? Why media sensationalize violence against women? What sells and what does not 

sell? How does perpetrators portrayed? Do the media condemn, condone or glorify the image? There are 

some pictures which to be filled to recognize who these people are. Do the reporters ask to the law 

enforce agencies whether the GBV could be considered a crime. How much our reporters known about 

the legislations as what are the existing laws those are not implemented, do these reporters know about 

it. What are the sources, what are the myths? We are talking about how media is changing attitude but 

how we are changing attitude of Media? The core group of today will ask to their fellow partners of 

media that how they will go to change their behaviors. It is obvious by giving women more exposure 

things will come to the forefront. Most of the media know what the issues are, but there is a growing 

need of sustain initiatives.  

Again varying media enforce the perception that incidence of violence is considered as rigid cases. 

Domestic violence is considered as an in house activity, why should we discuss it outside. There are other 

issues also that why women go out late at night, and only women is blamed for all this, rather than 



   

incident is of violence. And the way rape and other forms of violence are usually reported forces parents 

to restrict their daughters to the confinements of their homes. By reading the reports, it seems as if only 

all forms of evil exist outside. 

How media can we take the initiatives for it? Whatever the incident happen do highlight them so that it 

may help in reporting the new case, as somehow somebody is punished and if not will be punished. Do 

not promote violence, do media know about the legislations, and also have a look on common 

perceptions and misperceptions, and put them in a right context. Bring positive images in front. There 

should be balanced reporting. We will talk about coverage when the debate get started especially the 

concern related to sexual harassment. This issue is very in these days that women use to highlight 

harassment cases in terms of their benefits. How you will deal this perception. How we will work with 

media advocacy especially with youth. How can local broadcasters and internets make a part of it? The 

group we are going to make, it is a time to debate and discuss that how to strategize these things and 

how we would we get closer to a gender sensitization at all levels. Local level reporter is as much 

important as the international level because things go more far, so it is need to focus how this group will 

teach out the media. Today we are sitting here but what about tomorrow? To whom we will going to 

discuss, owner, editorial etc. and in the end what name do we giving to this as a title, we roughly named 

ƛǘ ŀǎάbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ,έ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎed this with manypeople and one of the person who I spoke to said 

that it seems like government of Shahbaz Sharif is ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ψǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜΩ ǿƻǊŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ. The 

name will be selected of your choice. We just have to initiate and bring such strategy in front that will 

happen on our next meeting, more people would a part of it, to make partners. How we work at national 

as well as regional level.  Now Sumera will let you know where we are going, I tried to keep my 

presentation brief. Thank you very much for being here.έ 

 

Sumera Abbasi: 

άLet me invite a truly motivated and motivated icon, she is a truly devoted partner in our journey and in 

her own right and an acknowledged champion on the issue of violence against women. She needs no 

further introduction; I will request Miss Quatrina Hosain to start with the dialogue section.έ  



   

Dialogue with the  Media at the roundtable  
¢ŀǎƴŜŜƳ !ƘƳŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ŀ dialogue between the guests present at the 

occasion. Quatrina Hosain was the moderator for this discussion. 

 

Quatrina Hosain 

άThank you for this introduction, I am really embarrassed because real champion in this room is 

TasneemAhmar, she has encouraged me in so many ways, thank you Tasneem for drawing me into this. 

I will start the debate,we will try to keep it short, so that we get ideas going. Before speaking please you 

all do mention your name so that I would be easier for the people who are doing transcriptions. 

I start my debate by let you people know that according to the law of PEMRA, within every hour, three to 

four minutes public service advertising is required by law for all private channels. ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΦ 

Whatever the organization we may construct, by posters, campaigns, the channels are legally required to 

air public services. Right there is one thing we must do. Now who ever want to give comment on 

Tasneem and Fehmida speecheǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΚέ 

 

Zahir Shah: 

άMy name is Zahir Shah and I Work for Dawn news TV, Khyber Pakhtun Khwa, perhaps we feel that we 

are facing two types of terrorism in KP specially, first we thought that Taliban who restrict the education 

of girls and are responsible for blasts at schools, but recently in Peshawar university face a very serious 

issue related to this, some teachers who came in front they had justify before. The sexual harassment of 

ƎƛǊƭǎΩ students is true. The professors and the head of the department they had being harassing the girl 

students like for education favors and admissions and all those things. This thing had being happening 

for almost last seven years, we also started to pick this up and we also got more than 30-40 girls 

students motivated they were willing totestify in front of university admin. There is one of our MP who 

raised this issue in front of the assembly after that this thing started. Believe me that some teachers 

went to testify and were male members even they physically had beaten those professors of 19& 20 

grades, they were educated women were the girls who were living in South and North Waziristan who 

were denied the rights to education. In Peshawar University and in such enlightened societies, the 

professors the deans the head of departments [are doing this] and this is very serious, so I wanted to tell 

this thing. 

Secondly a sensitized media, as all are sitting here specially Quatrina you, how much of the media had 

picked this up? I have seen that editors of newspapers have stopped that coverage, as some were 

bothers, some were friends etc. Secondly when I talk about sensitization, I would like to acknowledge 

Tasneem for this as I have seen her work since 10 years. Bannu, Kohat and even we did not think up 



   

working in Hangu but we did sensitized media there that how to report the editors and even the 

reporters. We stilƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜŀΤ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

development sectors and do not have the capability to focus especially in far off areas. The journalists 

are still not sensitized, in local papers they are the top headlines. This is also a serious type of terrorism 

going on against educated women on KPK.έ 

 

Quatrina Hosain 

ά¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǳǊ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŎƘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 

because the case is known, but I do realize about the coverage its been given. Anybody in the room from 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛŘŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΦέ 

 

Khudayaar Khan: 

άI am Khudayaar khan, I have being working with Age Australia, from where I had started 10 years 

back,and I appreciate your consultancy. I talk about platform rather Supreme Court, laws come up and 

the process of implementation, there are many bills which come into consideration, we talk about 

national, international laws, and in their implementation, Tasneem is working along with many other 

people [in the]development sector but the thing is how to move towards violence, I call upon Supreme 

Court again to file premises, as you said the it is important to disseminate public massage for at least 5 

minutes.  If any is there in law implementation you have to put attention on that, it is not only important 

for uneducated women working in agricultural sector and rural areas and ǘƘŀǘΩǎ only possible if there is 

attention on it. You all knew breaking news gains much attention.έ 

 

Siddiq Baluch 

άMy understanding is that in PEMRA law, commercial advertisement should not be more than 3 minutes.  

It is honor for me that we have been working with Uks since last 12 years only on this subject basically 

violence against women. We have sensitized and met many people in this regard - journalist and desk 

people, and is quite tough to address these desk people but Uks tried to do so for the first time in 

Baluchistan. I think media is much more powerful than courts which effect is immediate and deep. It is 

not possible for anybody to violate, defy media living in any part of Pakistan. In this we can contribute a 

lot if it is being push with commitment we have now a new trend.  Religious fanatics is a new sector 

because our society is very much secular and liberal this is a very recent phenomenon, half population is 

IƛƴŘǳΧ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜǿ ƛǎǎǳŜ in Baluchistan and it ison the rise. We need to address 

ǘƘŜ ΨaŀŘǊŀǎǎŀƘΩΦέ 



   

Quatrina Hosain 

άWe need to focus this as I was studying this before, there are many things happening especially in 

.ŀƴƎƭŀŘŜǎƘΣ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎƛŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ does not took place in other countries 

but are rarely.  So we also need to identify the specific things as you are saying about religious 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜǎΦέ 

 

Farah Zia:  

ά[ƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ about legislation and the Supreme Court petition, do people even know about it?We did an 

interesting feature on harassmentat the work place, asking women on the streets, we need to let people 

know about itΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻ that there is any of resolution type of legislation passed away. There is 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

Quatrina Hosain: 

ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

Khudayaar Khan: 

άtŀƪƛǎǘŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /95!²Φ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ /ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƛs an issue. We need to 

ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΦέ 

 

Najeeb Ahmad: 

άI am Najeeb, belong to Power FM 99, we are the first licensee ofPEMRA, and according to PEMRA it is  

мн ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Radio and TV. Issue is that no regularity mechanism exists, how many 

channels are there, who did what? No monitoring, if I give more than 15% time to non-commercial, then 

there is no balance for it, there should be some proper mechanism, that if any news is there with the 

acceptance of editorial board and they forward it to the different channels. This can be the one way for 

it.  

Secondly about sexual harassment, we received an email from Aurat Foundationwho are doing work in 

regard to sexual harassment; as everyone knows that different media is hitting different places. Likewise 

if this type of news in being on air on radio like in KPK the educated women are being confined to the 

boundaries of walls, already there are many taboos for women in society who go out.έ 

 



   

Quatrina Hosain 

άWe have very little time here so we need to ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 9ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ¢ŀǎƴŜŜƳΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ.Please turn 

the PowerPoint on so we can all see those specific points. When we leave today, I want to have an action 

ǇƭŀƴΦέ 

 

Wusatullah Khan 

άCrime reporters [report] many news of violence, rape, or relŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŀƴŀΩ and 

crime reporter to go there, collect stuff, then shape it in a form of news, news editor will check it, and 

finally it will go for print. In my opinion there is a need to focus the crime reporters. I have myself many 

times that these crime reporters use to collect stuff on telephone, and receive an untrue story because of 

his own interests and hence they doƴΩǘ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ-check. This is happening locally which comprise some 

truths and some lies.  We must focus on the crime reporter. What is his qualification, upbringing, the 

status of training? Is it possible that Uks or UN Women exclusively do a workshop for news editors and 

crime reporters in regard to the meaning of gender sensitivity and when they receive information, how to 

polish it. Both are applied on electronic as well as print media.  

As far as English press is concerned, it has no such problems. This thing has also contained in the national 

TV and print. As their exposure is more and also the listenership is more.In one of the newspaper once I 

ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǇŀǘƻki ma khaatoon key sath ziyadati ka ye wakia Ƙǳǿŀέ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƛǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 

άƪƘŀŀǘƻƻƴέ ǘƻ άƧŜŜƳέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ {Ih ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜd her of wrongdoing and unconsciously took her 

name as well,  but nobody brought it into consideration not even the news editor. We need to have 

constant contact with the media, refresher courses, not just once. Fromdistrict level to the level of news 

ǊƻƻƳΦέ 

 

Quatrina Hosain 

ά²e have to now come to the specifics, we have to come with points, come with the task Force, this was 

very great and I really like it and you all are making great points.  

First Question is what drives media coverage of violence against women ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ violence 

against women a news worthy?  

IΩƭƭ tell you the real life story, there was news when I was the news editor: άǎŀƴŘƻƻǉ ǎŜ ƪƻƻǊƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŘƘŜǊ 

mein dulhan ki laash ƴƛƪƭƛέ.How would you all handle that story? Is it newsworthy or not?It was a true 

story and a really a fascinating story as my reporter ǎŀƛŘ άŘǳƭƘŀƴ ki laashey to milti rehti Ƙŀƛƴέ ŀƴŘ L 

replied go and bring one ǎǳŎƘ ΨƭŀŀǎƘΩ (dead body). Later on as it turned out that she was not a bride, she 

was a prostitute.This makes story less famous because she was the prostitute. If this had been found out 



   

ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƴŜǿǎ ŘŜǎƪΦ But what makes Violence Against Women 

newsworthy? Amir Mateen IΩƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘέΦ 

 

Amir Mateen: 

άI am Amir Mateen, I work for The News, I will come straight to the crux. We all gather regularly most of 

the time for these issues, and we speak of more or less the same issues. As Tasneem pointed out that 

who and how it will work? There would problem to make a task force or gather stakeholders. 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƛǘ idle. These issues are really 

on peak, but there is always aindifference that if you do try to gather owners, nor you find them neither 

they will show interest.  Editors mostly show their participation due to our good relations with 

Tasneem.But you said a line before that an editorial is only written when an event takes place, why not 

write an eŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŜŜƪƭȅΣ ǿƘȅ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƛde to have editorial weekly on 

gender or such issue related to it. This is not a small thing that you want to change the whole structure of 

journalism, as a big agenda of every TV and newspaper. They have own policies and commercial 

interests that go with it. This is a very difficult task, ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦέ 

 

Tasneem Ahmar: 

άAmir and rest of myfriends, we want to bring something to the forefront right now, a mission 

impossible, but I think there is some initiation for every mission impossible as well. All we gathered 

today, first of all the commitment, obviously we cannot enforce it, but is voluntarily, this is up to you, and 

you want to be the part or not.  

First step is that we all are a part of it, secondly, who will attempt what task? If I can impress someone 

editorially, I will do so. You can write, you can take a step from there as you have a big circle of 

journalism. So we can also define some ¢hwΩǎ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ƴƻǿΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ see that this is a blank 

paper and we start writing on it. As a thing came to mind, you can name it as task force or anything, 

media campaign, media advocacy have to build in collaboration with media an spread it throughout all 

levels, can be districts, regional, national international, how we go with it. We have to take consensus 

what name we want for this task force. It is open platform this time. Where do we go from here?έ 

 

Fareiha Aziz:  

άMy name is CŀǊŜƛƘŀ !ȊƛȊΣ LΩƳ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿǎƭƛƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ violence against women, there 

ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

something you mutually agree to.When in the session courts, a judge asks different questions from the 



   

rape survivor as has already happened with Qayanat Sumro. After the Supreme Court verdict of 

Mukhrara Mai, everyone said to her that becauseof you innocent people have been locked up for many 

years. What Mubhashir Luqman had did with Mukhtara Mai on his show, she walked out. What to do 

with these judges and media people when they cross the lines? There is need to define some parameters. 

Different organization should have a document and ratify it and start taking some action even if there is 

public outrage. Same things happened with Veena Malik on KamranΩǎ  show on Express although he did 

a second show. Commercialism has taken over,Mukhtara Mai wasnewsworthy when the supreme court 

verdict came but not newsworthy today.We want to know what are the reviews, where her case is 

reached, what kind of threats she is receƛǾƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦέ 

 

Quatrina Hosain 

άWǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΦWe did a program on issue of rape, before Mukhtara Mai verdict came, and the 

ratings were great, so this is a myth that there are no ratings on women issues, ratings are there but the 

problem is this, when you are not doing program how would you come to know about ratings. We need 

to break this myth. 

I ŘƻƴΩǘƭƛƪŜ what happened to Veena, anything that brings attention to women and violence against 

women, we have to be very careful how we have to treat this. We are talking about task force but the 

thing came to my mind is advocacy or lobby group. We need to lobby with our ΨMaalikaanΩ first and 

foremost, we need to lobby with our legislators, and we need to promote the legislators who do work , 

like MarviMemon who did the acid throwing Bill and how much credit do we give her? Sherry Rehman 

did the sexual Harassment Bill, we need to promote these people to our shows. How many people invited 

aŀǊǾƛ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǿǎΚέ 

 

Fareiha Aziz:  

άhƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘΥ ǿe need to appreciate the legislators, along with legislations NCSW, Acid 

Survivors Foundation. This is what you need; people working at the grass root level know the challenges 

more; they are the one who will guide how to practically implement it. This is something we need to 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦέ 

 

Huma Amir: 

ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎΣ L Řƻ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ 9xpress24/7; we have the only English Channel, 

our English Channel rating cross the Urdu channels, so we know people are watching, people are 

interested. I did do a show because of ratings because at that time there was no issue of Mukhtara Mai, 

this was a year back. But that is not matter people were still watching.  



   

Probably we all individually have picked up how to go with it and also how to look forward. I know what 

to do next. I look at this presentation by Tasneem and half the thing mentioned we are doing in our 

capacity. What next?Its needs to go much much further. 

 

Huma Khawar: 

άAs Tasneem said why we are here? Since 10 years, we going with workshops of HIV/AIDS to sensitize 

media, where 10-20 journalists get gathered, not all of them but 5 become agents of change. we are 

here taking as individual commitment and realizing it towards whatever4 we can do in whatever 

capacity. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǎǎΦέ 

 

Quatrina Hosain: 

άLƴ ŀƭƭ ƘƻƴŜǎǘȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƴŎƘƻǊǎ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ŏhoose our own topics. LΩƳ 

going to be a bit blunt here, I think our first group needs to be the anchors from 7 till 11 pm on the media 

ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎέΦ 

 

Zahir Shah: 

άMy own opinion is, these professional editors especially the desk people they matter a lot. And we must 

focus the production staff. There is a need for in hose training for the news room, commercially editors 

are if sensitized there will be rather a problem. Our women reporters can also raise a voice for them.in 

house training is requiredέ. 

 

Masood ul Hassan: 

άI amMasood from FM 100 Radio, I want to discuss that when you design things as far media has its own 

requirements, TV choose its topic own its own, like in print media editors use to finalize topics and they 

go for print.Similarly radio is identify a different way in which in-depth programming done, presenter 

choose his topic himself. Topic should be identified before present.  

Radio is different as compare to TV and newspapers. There is a need to focus on people who try to bring 

such programs in front. Secondly need to improve the words or sentences or vocabulary to streamline 

things, rather than everyone using their own words and changing the meanings of things. Like we use 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩΦ Thirdly, take the decisions before Court verdicts.  

  



   

Amir Mateen:  

άWe do not allow the government or we can say our own structures are weak or so on do not exist.  

In newspapers media houses has their own ombudsmen who speak of public concern issues, our unions 

were very strong but unfortunately become weak over a period of time. As Tasneem said we have to 

expand it. Many editors involve in it for media complaint commission. There are many codes of ethics. 

We compile many Codes of ethics together in one draft. Then we share this draft with many other 

journalists as well because its legitimacy was very important. We get the approval of this draft. But 

unfortunately new people of union become members, who were not interested along with previous one. 

UKS and UN women are now looking for this; UN women have a lot to do and if this only follows many 

problems will be solved not only in terms of gender but also media. Media complain commission draft if 

send to you all will be very useful for you as it is tƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦέ 

 

Tasneem Ahmar:  

άI have the draft I will share it with UN Women and we take general media along with gender issues as 

ǇŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΦέ 

 

Wusatullah Khan: 

άWe are talking about English and Urdu media newspaper which is my subconscious honestly. In Sindh, 

obviously neither English nor Urdu channel has been watched by people, only Sindhi channels. Khyber TV 

Punjab TV is also essential to have their input as what is happening through their language, I know being 

very honest. So if these channels would be their part it will be more comprehensive.έ 

 

Amir Mateen:  

άThe good thing in the combination of code of ethics and media campaign is that all mediums of media 

get combined TV print radio. As you are saying in which there were cities villages local and international 

media was a part, it was not to combine code of ethics but there were many code of ethics which took a 

ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǇǊƛƳƛǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ 

they argue against it. It was extended because of core group. They provide us mandate and we did it 

privately in forums as formal and informal get together a great combination according to us. But 

sometimes may be problematic if you go on behalf of Uks along with editors would be easy to deal with 

them except peripheral and we join to mainstream because UN involved and they are doing similar 

things already, will not face the clash and some combination if you facilitate the main thing will be easier 

ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦέ 



   

 

Fazila Gulrez:  

άMy name is Fazila I am listening to all of you, I am usually not a part of it, and thought come to my mind 

as Amir said that he has done a lot of work, it should have day centre. I thought about MubashirLuqman 

who did a show with Mukhtara Mai and Veena Malik, and who was a journalist. As a journalist I am sure 

most of the people did not like it, and commented on it. There should be a complaint sector where 

ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ complaints can be lodged.έ 

 

Amir Mateen:  

άCŀȊƛƭŀ let me answer your question, in this scenario the main stakeholder is public and there is a 

majority of non-journalists ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŎŜƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 

possible in majority, so the proposal which structure in it every participant from civil society  were 

showed a less participation but most of the people were non journalist. You are right as this was a very 

thoughtful process.έ 

 

Fazila Gulrez:  

άAs a journalist, if he is doing wrong you can take him to task, because if you want to do really this kind 

of work you may worry about. Because a little slipped step make things negative this allows more 

ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪΦέ 

 

QuatrinaHosain:  

άYes that positive and a big start, before you start Farah, one thing came to my mind that we are eager 

to do but its scope is too big. Please also think, should we narrow it down, should we narrow the scope of 

rape to marital rape or domestic violence. Should we narrow it, before we starting out or should we start 

it then narrow it down. This also needs to be discussed.έ 

 

Participant: 

άOne thing is that since ten years as a member of the APNS executive committee, decisions came a 

decade ago. Media houses have summarizedthat decision making is with us, why give it to an outsider? 

This is rather difficult to implement this !ƳƛǊ aŀǘŜŜƴΩǎagenda all powerful media houses are against 



   

that they would never give their pioneers to others as we are the owners and everything is in our hands 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻōŜȅ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜέΦ 

 

Amir Mateen:  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ, the CPNE and APNS presidents approval came after a big conference, 

in which there was every one present and decided that it was not implemented until owner show their 

presence and whatever the body you structure should make editors and honors apart of this, because it 

was in-house activity. If somehow would be out house, they get scared of what agenda would be came 

up. Something I also try to follow it other than MubashirLuqman, I thought media is very supportive in 

case of Mukhtara Mai. It can be problematic for us as well and we thought there is also our history so 

shape it as a special report. We see there is an eternity within our office; there were two views whether 

Mukhtara Mai is right or wrong. Fortunately our two reporters were there as they went to Mukhtara Mai 

in her own ŀǊŜŀΦ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ 

decision that we are not taking this line, we can just do that due to this issue what happened to the 

people who are rape victims who empowered and stood up within ten years of their rights after 

Mukhtara Mai incidence and we make a special report on that. After that advocates who did this type of 

work before and sent it to Talat in Karachi, I was looking around the people here the Pakistani journalists 

who direct listen the hearings was in Multan, Lahore or any place where this case took place but none of 

them were consistent. This is the problem of journalists. But a single journalist who may not wrote a 

book on this issue but follow it. Journalists who came froƳ ŀōǊƻŀŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

PEMRA 12 person and 15 people behind it then implementation of law that govt has an agenda through 

PEMRA and when such proposals came up people get scared that what they want to do in this regard. So 

precisely started with journalist and it got the approval. Tasneem this thing came up with lot of 

consensus, so if you go for it woulŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘέΦ 

 

Farah Zia:  

άI want to say that Tasneem was mentioning that there should be a weekly editorial on any issue the 

state of violence against women so it would be done automatically, No need to mention. If it is there in 

your agenda if you want to pick news a as editorial or not than I think there can be written editorials on 

daily basis. If there is your commitment then you definitely go for it, as their conversation held in regard 

to media complaints, and you can complaint if there is something wrong done. If media is not covering 

things on its agenda if ignoring, the whole sector then it would not be part of media complaints 

commission and for that you have to sensitize people. I want to discuss Mukhtara Mai because as 

Tasneem said that she has preǇŀǊŜŘ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻŦ aǳƪƘǘŀǊŀ aŀƛΦέ 

 



   

Quatrina Hosain: 

άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ aǳƪƘǘŀǊŀ aŀƛ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ out of time. Can I just make a request, 

what we able to do, we need to go one by one what would like each person to say a couple minute, make 

a concrete suggestions aōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΦέ 

 

Tasneem Ahmar:  

άFirst we should make a consensus that that we all are part of it, all we gather is part of group and what 

name we are giving to the group. To whom we are going to talk with, to the interns, editors, primary 

group, what does this group going to be called. How much afford this group will utilize and where can be 

reached. Whether can be individual as per Huma said through talk show,  other than that within your 

capacity you alƭ ƪƴƻǿ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

Farah Zia: 

άPlease decide the time period, so the end of the term we would know and share that what we have 

done.έ 

 

Quatrina Hosain: 

άMasood sƛǊ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ 

What spŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΦέ 

 

Masood ul Hasan:  

άAs we were talking about, talk about radio, I will take your time further, that international standards of 

commercial media time is 8-10minutes each, secondly of you running a talk show or program specially 

we keep an eye in real world on commercial organization that program cannot be run on based interest 

of host. And also not weekly, but monthly can spare time for their program. 

Or we can check strategy that commercial basis the on air programs on TV, Radio, Print even a story, 

ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǎƻ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΦ LŦ weekly we are doing a talk 

show, to rational the presenter about to keep one segment in which issues relates to women can be 

discussed but you cannƻǘ Ǌǳƴ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀǎƛǎΦέ 

 



   

Quatrina Hosain: 

άBut we can also do in collaboration with sponsorship, but 30second clip can be run on daily basis. ά 

 

Masood: 

άhǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƴŀƳŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ά²ƻƳŜƴ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎέ. 

 

Zahir Shah: 

άFirst we have to in order our house. Our editor or in charge has a commercial oriented interest of 

comprise the free editorial freedom to make decisions. First we talk, that to which we going to sensitized, 

secondly high under the policy there is government or legislations to but why there is no implementation. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǿŀreness and ending violence against women grass root level or social 

level. May be awareness campaign would be one at grass root level. We can make policies but how 

would be implemented which totally depend on institutions of main administrative setup. Have editor 

got a freedom to highlight these things or he can only do a commercial oriented work on the command 

of his owner. 

 Group name would bŜ άaŜŘƛŀ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴέΦ 

 

Wusatullah Khan: 

άI can volunteer myself for one work, the glossary you spoke of. This glossary may be the initiative of our 

work.  On the basis of the glossary or refresher courses or organized such meetings like this, the basic 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎΦ ά/ǊƛƳŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊǎέ ƻǊ άbŜǿǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊǎέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 

on the desk; can be identify or make them agree, some will be, some will not but this work can start in 

this way. As far as awareness is concerned is a nil process, the main focus and root of disease, first if this 

thing can be forced and come in front itself, and may public awareness automatically and unconsciously 

will be a part of it.  It is important need to focus news room and where there re board room, where 

decisions took place, need to communicate them. I am committed to this group. 

As for the name, any good name will do.έ 

 

Amir Mateen: 

άI would like to talk to about public messages. I got chance to launch it  and any experience that little 

people know about this facility and very less organizations who try to make use of it. Generally if there 



   

comes a ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ hǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀŘ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ 

their assumptions so far.  

Secondly if questions comes for its name, so it depends on what will tƘŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜǎ ƛŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎΦέ 

 

Farah Zia: 

άAs editors who people who we hiring, how many women are working in our office, how many females 

by lines are there, and one thing which feel that there is need to do positive stories always need to find 

role models except stories of victims, we shoe image of women editorially. How women are being 

portrayed in advertisement but we are here in profiles of women parliamentarians. It is not easy to do 

politics we have mind full of that and orientations done after coming to this place, so it is 100% 

ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΦέ 

 

Fazila Gulrez: 

άI can do commitment of writing; I am not on any news channel. Yes I am part of it. I can writeέ.  

 

Quatrina Hosain: 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ L ƭƛƪŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ άWǳŘƎŜǎ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ƻǊ ΨaŜŘƛŀ !Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ, it has to be catchy 

and it has to catch attention, the other thing is want to, when I was doing research before this there 

ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ǘƻƻƪ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ 

in this regard, child abuses, abuse twice; I took other countries in their studies, after this interest makes 

so easies to educate our self. It was shocking for me to find out, as nobody has ever write an article, that 

some asking a rapist or the accused rapist.  

¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅΣ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘΚ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘƛfy rape but we surely have to 

understand as a journalist why do people rape. We need to come up with tasks, email and sharing, my 

suggestion is we should break it down. As Wusat said he focused glossary and three of more can work 

together. Three of us can ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ άwŜŀƭ ƳŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƙƛǘ ǿƻƳŜƴέ usethat, real 

men never hit women and let celebs and men to say it. Internationally when I did an Urdu show 

eventually with men, every man replied this is an issue of women but I said its perpetrators are men. 

Prime time shows it with politicians of course you can do it.  We need to push prime time anchors or 

rŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦέ 

 

 



   

Tasneem Ahmar: 

άFor me it is very heartening, because I come up with thought and idea and receive a lot of commitment, 

then it serves ŀ ōƛƎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŜǘΣ L ǎŀƛŘ L 

am not experienced in computers, how can we have a group emŀƛƭΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ 

internet savvy. 

If we talk about positive stories UKS there are 24 series of stories and each series have 10 stories, and 

recently we have done 60 programs with CARE and have being cover all over Pakistan and they are all 

about positive stories are willing to share it with media. You can use them in any way you want, stories 

are with us. I do not have an idea how far UKS will go with it in partnership. We will definitely show 

interest to that. There is my full commitment that iǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 

 

Saghir Bukhari: 

άI am Saghir from UN, thematically I up to Fahmida because she is following up. I think there are couples 

of things which are very important for me as an individual, somebody who is citizen of this country and 

somebody who has concern about these issues and working in the organization which has concern about 

these issues. I would think over what Quatrina said specifically focusing around working boys, but I 

would do as well. There are campaigns in world, there are step campaigns, and Vitamin campaigns 

specially have seen work in Bangladesh in collaboration with media. As youth media is used just to high 

light the stories many times. This type of work is also on going Nepal especially with males because all 

men are not using violence at the end of the day and many men are quiet. We are leaving them with 

their silence come up on the other hand we are losing them. It is my contribution I can give thematic 

inputs ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

 

Fahmida Iqbal: 

άThe name which I addressed to you but there are two or three things in the name if recommendation, 

one is recognition of those who are reporting and recognized it on annual basis some kind of a reward 

for a media people, I think one of the recommendation. Secondly as a part of UN family the whole group, 

I have discussed before as the disconnect of media and the civil society and people, we can bridge that 

gap, we can have a group collectively and engaging them presenting them and how they can support 

them, so bridging the gap between the whole media and the groǳǇΦέ 

 

 

 



   

Fareiha Aziz: 

ά!ǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƎƻŜǎΣ LΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ΨaŜŘƛŀ ²ŀǘŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΩ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

suggestions, depending on how broad or narrow is those committee, one is the structure you have the 

code of ethics, it is very hard to change things. Media owners and channel owners to ratifyon paper, 

code of ethics and within the media you have training from top to bottom, whatever the time may be, 

but should be constantly. A campaign awareness campaigns should be known, likewise one of the 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ 5ƧǳƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ άYƘŀƳƻǎƘƛƪŀ .ƻȅŎƻǘǘέ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ respect.  

We can start working which organizations have filled them up also from linkages with people who really 

want to work. Here organizations are working as well as internet has much stuff. So can make the link, I 

think they go to factories where they interact. There are linkages which are willing to work like 

campaigns. There are other campaigns which talk about stories of survival, there is a website 

άDŀǿŀƘƛΦŎƻƳέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ bDhΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǿǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ 

talk to the legal, advocacy and law makers and law enforcers.Code of ŜǘƘƛŎǎΣ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎέΦ 

 

Quatrina Hosain: 

ά¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ one is to reach the people and make sure that people are getting the right 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦέ 

 

Huma Amir Shah: 

άI think we all are talking about our individual capacity so I would say that the morning show which I 

host and the Quatrina most probably host the talk show and these shows are very personality based, so 

you get a loyal following. Doing one show on some women related is quite do-able, and it will not seem 

that there is agenda behind it.On days where there is not show or like my show in which you not picked 

up one topic. 10 topics you pick and give to company stories as well. You can equate the whole opinion 

with many other stories any violence or thing like that happen in UK or in Shumalia, go and check it with 

yourself that would also give a massage. It is very doable at least for me. I do a daily show I will be 

contributing.  

¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ άwŜŦƻǊƳs Womeƴέ ƻǊ άaŜŘƛŀ wŜŦƻǊƳ ²ƻƳŜƴέ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 

 

Quatrina Hosain: 

άaŀȅōŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇƛŎƪ ŀ ǎƭƻƎŀƴΦ [ƛƪŜ ΨŀŎǘ ƴƻǿΩΦέ 

 



   

Huma Khawar: 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛs journalist need a que to write a story by suggestion would be, if you think an issue 

must be written on and can be circulated, please do that. We really are looking for ideas, issues and so of 

everybody.  

Do not compartmentalize violence against women, if we see through gender lens it is a very cross cutting 

thing. Find so many variations so nobody will have any problem before commitment. Because I think 

everybody can contribute a lot in different ways. Only print media journalists are not writing article and 

anchor person is not only hosting the show can do a lot to all except this in which two things, personal 

level/personal committee is very important and then you try to expand it further. 

IǳƳŀ YƘŀǿŀǊ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǎ LΩƳ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜΦέ 

 

Tasneem Ahmar: 

άI think it is very good start many times we meet we talk we do commitment and then departed but 

today I feel that we will need soon and will take this thing forward. There are many ideas from provincial 

and national, also receive original voices we invite all. Some did not come due to different reasons. We 

will compile the ideas and then share and look how far we see consensus and commitment we have we 

will set the time lines. There is my request UKS mostly face this issues that are ideas mostly stolen away 

on big forums and was alike that effort and work is of UKS but credit achievers are others. I request not 

to repeat it. In 2003 I did Gender sensitive award NeelumBukhtiar was there at that time and we spend 

our own expenses and also gave a award to journalists on gender sensitive program and entries were 

called upon from everywhere. After that positive media I told you before to collect stories from UKS, we 

ŘƻƴŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ƳƛŎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻƭd 

mic and how to use computer and make program. I request doctor Salman what did he feel of all this. 

Thank you to all.έ 

 

  



   

Closing Remarks by Dr. Salman Asif 
This discussion was concluded by Dr. Salman Asif, gender advisor with the UN. 

 

Salman Asif: 

άLadies and gents, first of all welcome ŀƴŘ ΨadabΩ. I want to say first of all that we learn a lot from this, 

not only learn but also there is a natural process runs. Many things come in front, as per Tasneem said, it 

ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ά{ŀƳǳƴŘŀǊƪƻƪƻƻȊŀȅ Ƴŀƛƴ ōǳƴŘ ƪŀǊƴŀέ but something that come in front, first thing is 

about Peshawar University, we should have a look that when there is talk about violence against women 

and idea came to the host excluded and marginalized how you then describe the empowered be violated 

against. Their talk about disempowered not empowered violence against women is mostly invisible. One 

violence is unreported as the victim is not in capacity not facility not even consciousness that it is a 

violence and can report. Secondly stakes are very high that to report this kind of issue question come to 

career, status and positioning. Thirdly thing is clear, topic of violence, orviolence against women, itself is 

a very difficult topic along with its reporting. It is equally complex. Its broad with political positioning, it is 

broad with logical positioning; it is broad with power dynamics within the media. On one side we see 

media itself deal with different things in which notoriousness and human rights, then idea and behaviors 

are change. Neither its relation is with murder nor with justice and not even with democracy. It is very 

tough to examine them in this complexity. 

One the problem as far as United Nations is that we have to ways of working one with society and the 

other with government. I think if we are able, we can collect the dots, wherever separate work is being 

doing, so it would be a very important thing in itself. 

I think for my own humble promise, if there is anything I can do I can help to connect the dots perhaps 

from this cord, what I can take to my organization to try and connect. Lots of work in many forums and 

organizations going well but that work should come in front must. Other thing that comes is about 

legislative reforms. Legislative reforms has how much struggle we can do, Hadood Ordinance as 

conversation was that Hadood Ordinance is Hadood Allah so to change that whole paradigm and 

behavior is a very tough task.  

Some months before we have done a research in Rajanpur we want to know about Penal Court reforms 

of honor killing how much information is there about that in how many areas. We took NGOs, Judges, 

Magistrates, Lawyers, Doctors, and Teachers etc. Trust me NGO related issues the awareness 

consciousness and communication was sitting out who consider themselves formers of human rights. The 

institution of implementation, police etc were having information less than 5% about legislative reforms 

in Judges having less than 10% of information about reforms of law and amendments. Lawyers got 11% 

information there is very important thing to have legislative reforms within selves. As per said unless you 

have legislative reforms you can talk about human rights so we need to have legislative umbrella. There 

is need to remove ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛǇǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ōǳǘ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊǳƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ǘƘŜ 



   

relation between radicalizations and violence altogether. Extremists behaviors is how impact the 

violence against women and girls other thing is this possible to have a daily additional OR it is just a 

dream.  

I accept not only possible, it must be done only at editorial; four editorials can bring through channels. 

Why I say like this if rape take place OR violence against women, it never happen in a vacuum, is 

surrounds with many. Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ōŜƎŜǘǊȅ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

we write on diminishing democratic values and we do write on it. This all have very deep connection 

violence against women. It is cross cutting issue and is not isolated issue. Those people, who are talking 

about project, must have dictionary information, commitment on basis of which can connect relations 

with violence against women within all topics. 

Last two points that I gathered, I think that is philosophical question and must be rise. What degree of 

violence do women have to undergo in order to capture media attentions? Do women need to be get 

raped to be reported upon? Do corpse to get out of the box to be reported upon? Violence against 

women is not only a physical violence. Its denial of rights denial of entitlementsΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

to have education, to child to say to a force of marriage. I think this is a question well all need to be take 

at. Engaging men not only as perpetrators, trying to understand them, engaging them as promoters as 

partners and anti-violence against women. 

We needs to know about perpetrators mindsets and himself, if this forum also got a side, that only have 

a check in perpetrators but also a society, many people are doinƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 

in accordance as you all. We have to examine our society and social behaviors who allow crime to take 

place I think that is all I have. Last three words United Nations have three rolls technical advisor, 

advocate and cabinet. Service provider cabinet means government never offer to speak to the civil 

society neither they always access for decision making as funding partners as donors, as the roll of 

United Nations to play. It is a duty of UN to become active advocate, technical advisor of government 

and human rights. You can talk on this as well. These are your commitments what have you done in 

Pakistan how you use your resources? A small example engaging women, we must work with women. I 

watch one program as gender advisor, it is new program to talk to parliamentarian but trust me having 

a discussion on poverty and exclusion, hunger and starvation a six day workshop in hotels, that really not 

on. You said a world out means to sold the house out so I think I request to remind UN if there are 19 

institutions, then let them know what is happening on agriculture related to women and poverty 

alleviation.έ 

  



   

Conclusion and End of Meeting  
 

Quatrina Hosain: 

άI try to apologize to have cut in conversation and reporting. Everyone should have opportunity to speak 

over. Before leaving I must talk about that time lines that we are sitting here want to do everything, we 

although have to be very sensible commitment, making very much pressure on you and Tasneem yours 

and UN women. You have to pressurize get work done. Let me realistic about it how much time will spare 

what is good for you. Schedule time and things will follow up I want say something on behalf of 

journalists, our lives are very tough.έ 

 

 

 

 

 

After the meeting concluded tea was served, which allowed all the guests present at this occasion to 

speak with each other informally. 
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A Consultative Meeting  

on  

Media as a Partner in Ending Violence against Women 
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Annex V: Press Release 
 

4th June, 2011            

    Press Release  

For Immediate Release 

One-5ŀȅ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ άaŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ tŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƛƴ 9ƴŘƛƴƎ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴέ 

Islamabad, June 4th, 2011: Uks Research Center, Islamabad, in collaboration with UN Women 

organized a one-day ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻƴ άaŜŘƛŀ ŀǎ ŀ tŀǊǘƴŜǊ 

ǘƻ tǊƻƳƻǘŜ DŜƴŘŜǊ {ŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ wŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пth of June 2011, at 

Best Western Hotel, Islamabad.  

The aim of this consultation was to bring together media representatives from a wide range of 

ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ 

mindsets on gender-based violence. And how can the media be helpful to empower women 

who have lived with violence to break their silence. The foremost aim of this consultative 

meeting was to bring the participants together on establishing a Media Task Force comprising 

of committed media persons on promoting zero tolerance for violence against women and 

effective non judgmental reporting.  

The guests were senior media personalities, senior media managers and communication 

specialists with extensive experience in the media field. Their recommendations have helped 

Uks and developing partners in identifying a way forward to design media interventions 

through which more gender sensitive reporting can be achieved. 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŀ 

CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ aŜŘƛŀΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

overwhelming gendered pattern as one of  key issue which contributes towards women 

marginalization at various levels in the media  As per the report men outnumber women in 

ƳŜŘƛŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǘƛƻ ƻŦ рΥмΦ Lƴ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

need to focus on this aspect of gender parity as a key component of any gender policy. It is also 

time to reflect on media in Pakistan, as picture of the society with citations of gender biases 

and blindness.   It was highlighted by Uks and UN Women together with Media representatives 

participants that there is an urgent need to bring forward women's issues and give women and 

their concerns an enhanced  place in the mainstream media.  

 

Ms. Tasneem Ahmar, director Uks  started it off by giving some examples of the different forms 

of violence against women that are exist in our society and showed how these are reported in 



   

the media. The guests present on this occasion, including the likes of Quatrina Hosain (Express 

TV), Huma Amir Shah (Express TV), Zahir Sherazi (bureau chief Dawn News), Farah Zia (Editor 

the News on Sunday), Amir Mateen and other personalities from TV and Radio chipped in with 

their comments and feedback. They gave their recommendations on forming a media task-force 

for ending violence against women. 

 

Uks is a research, resource and publication centre dedicated to the cause of gender equality 

and women's development. Uks is an advocacy and rights-based group seeking to raise 

awareness and assist implementation of our goals and ideals. The Center focuses on the 

women-media relationship; a concern that has hitherto remained poorly represented by 

organizations working on women's rights. 

 


